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mushrikin' (variously translated " Idolaters" and " those who
join other gods with God") are regarded as worse than the
Ahl-el-Kitab' ("the people of the hook"); that is, the Jews
and the Christians.1 It is against the former that the fol-
lowing terrible passage is directed: "But when the sacred
months have passed away, kill the idolaters wherever ye
may find them; and take them, and besiege them and lie
in wait for them in every place of observation; but if they
repent and are steadfast in prayer, and give alms, then let
them go their way; verily God is forgiving and merciful." 2
The jihad against the Christians and Jews is preached in
milder terms: "Make war upon such of those to whom the
Scriptures have been given as believe not in God, or in the
last day, and forbid not that which God and his apostle
have forbidden, and who profess not the profession of the
truth, until they pay tribute out of hand, and they be hum-
bled." 3 The Moslem commentators agree that the duty
of the holy war is meant to extend, to all time.
In the Book of Joshua, may be found description of events
that indeed seem to parallel the deeds and spirit of the
jihad. But no one has arisen in Islam to say: "Ye have
heard that it hath been said, Thou shalt love thy neighbor
and hate thine enemy, but I say unto you, Love your ene-
mies, bless them thai, curse you, do good to them that hate
you, and pray for them which despitefully use you and, per-
secute you." The* spirit of these words, I repeat, enters
vitally into the ideal of Christianity, but it does not enter
into the ideal of Islam, as presented in the Koran or as held
1 The attitude of the Koran in regard to Christians is self-contra-
dictory. It is usually stated that, as the years went, on, Mohammed
underwent a eluingp toward thorn, from a .spirit of conciliation to one
more uncompromising.    However, surah V, according to Noldeke the
last one revealed, contains two of the most conflicting statements.    In
verse 56 we read: "<> ye who believe, take not the Jews and Christians
for your patrons (or friends); they are patrona (or friends) of each
other; but whoso amongst you takes thorn for patrons, verily he is of
them, and verily God guides not an unjust people." But In verse 85
we are told that of all men nearest in love to believers are those who
.say "we are Christians"!
a Surah IX, 5-8.	3IX, 29 (Hughes's translation).

